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Promise Place
Where hope and healing begin 

BY: Jenifer Gonzalez

Promising Beginnings

Welcome to the inaugural publication of our

newsletter! This truly is a promising beginning to a

new year, and I hope this message finds you and

yours peaceful, hopeful, and healthy. My staff

and I plan to use this newsletter to keep our

community members, as well as supporters and

donors, up to date on what Promise Place is

doing. As this is the first issue of our newsletter, I

think I’ll start with a little background on me, my

role in the organization, and the kinds of work we

do every day. 

My name is Jenifer Gonzalez, but please call me

Jen. As Executive Director of Promise Place, my

role is to guide the organization in support of its

mission to build safer communities free of sexual

violence and its impact through support,

education and advocacy in Craven, Jones, and

Pamlico counties. I am very fortunate to have a

Board of Directors and staff of dedicated

individuals who envision a community where

sexual abuse and violent crimes will not be

tolerated. At Promise Place, we promote change

and healing through community outreach,

trauma-informed advocacy, and trauma-focused

mental health.

Promise Place was started in 1978 and we have

been working tirelessly to end sexual violence in

our communities ever since. We are the only

sexual assault resource center for Craven, Jones,

and Pamlico counties, providing resources for

victims of sexual assault and other crimes. We

also provide support and resources 

to people connected to victims who are

impacted by these crimes – partners, spouses,

parents, first responders, and others. 

Our priority is to help victims of sexual

assault, and we do this in many ways. We

have trained advocates available 24/7 every

day of the year to respond to victims at the

hospital. We can be present with victims in

the immediate aftermath of a sexual assault

with information, resources, and support. We

can attend law enforcement interviews,

medical appointments, and judicial hearings

with clients. We operate a 24/7 crisis line

every day of the year (yes, even on weekends

and holidays). You’ll also see us at community

events where we let people know about our

services.  



@promiseplaceNB @promiseplacenb

Stay Connected!
Visit us on social media or at

promiseplacenewbern.org to keep up

with all the Promise Place events!

Darkness to Light: Stewards of

Children January training 

January 28 from 1:00pm-3:00pm 

location: 1401 Park Avenue,  New Bern

NC 25860

visit promiseplacenc.org/training to

learn more and sign up to attend!

Human Trafficking Awareness and

Prevention education workshop

Kiricka Smith from the NC Council for

Women is coming to New Bern

February 15 at 1:00pm 

email outreach@promiseplacenc.org

to sign up or learn more about the

presentation and how to participate 

Stay tuned for more information about

Barn Bash 2022 and our new Festival of

Trees event in December! 

Upcoming Events
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We are engaged with the communities we

serve, and we work hard to collaborate with

other agencies in these communities. We

offer prevention education to help adults,

parents, and caregivers identify situations

where child sexual abuse could happen and

respond appropriately to children who make

disclosures. We have support groups for

adults who have experience sexual assault,

rape, and experienced childhood sexual

abuse. We recognize that sexual violence has

a ripple effect that impacts us all. And it is

thanks to the support from our local

government, citizens like you, and grant

funders that we can offer these services,

launching new initiatives and continuing to

build partnerships in the communities we

serve all the while. 

As we enter 2022, we promise to continue to

support victims of sexual assault with all our

resources. We promise to work hard to reduce

and eliminate sexual violence by offering

several prevention and education trainings.

We promise to offer support groups for

survivors and their parents, partners, and

others who have been impacting by sexual

violence. We also promise to continue to offer

therapy services in each of our offices. Lastly,

we promise to continue to provide all of our

services at no cost to our clients.

To do this great work, we need your support.

There are many ways you can help Promise

Place, from volunteering to donations and

more. Volunteering in particular is a great

way to support and be part of making a

positive change in our community! And be on

the lookout for the return of Barn Bash this

year – in one form or another. We have a

couple of exciting new events planned, too. 

You’ll have to follow us on social media

@promiseplacenb to get all the latest

details. I also encourage you to visit our

website and sign up to get our newsletter

delivered right to your inbox. 

We appreciate the confidence that you have

placed in us and in our work. We strive to be

better each day and look forward to working

with you in 2022. All signs are pointing to

promising beginnings. • 


